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2026-2027 Downtown Facade Grant Program

The Main Street Hanover Downtown Facade Grant Program provides financial
assistance to eligible commercial property owners and business tenants for
exterior improvements that enhance the appearance, character, and vitality
of downtown Hanover.

Through this matching reimbursement program, applicants can receive up to
$5,000 per commercial property, per project for approved fagade
improvements such as signage, awnings, storefront restoration, exterior
lighting, windows and doors, painting, masonry, architectural metals, and
exterior woodwork.

Whether you're restoring a historic storefront, refreshing your business's
exterior, or making improvements that help your property stand out, this
program is designed to help make those projects more achievable.

Grant Funding
Eligible applicants may receive up to $5,000 in matching reimbursement
funding.

The program requires a dollar-for-dollar match from the applicant.

For example:

e A $10,000 eligible project may receive up to $5,000 in grant funding.
e A $6,000 eligible project may receive up to $3,000 in grant funding.

Applicants must pay project costs upfront. Grant funds are provided as
reimbursement after the approved project is completed and all required
documentation has been submitted and approved.

Funding is limited and awarded on a first-approved, first-funded basis while
funds remain available.

A $50 non-refundable application processing fee is required with each
application.

Eligible Improvements
Grant funds may be used for approved exterior improvements that preserve,
restore, rehabilitate, or enhance commercial storefronts and facades.
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Eligible projects may include:

e Signage: Repair, replacement, restoration, or installation of permanent
exterior signage

e Awnings: Installation, repair, replacement, or restoration of fabric
awnings

e Storefronts: Restoration or repair of storefront systems, display windows,
transoms, lighting, and removal of inappropriate coverings or alterations

e Exterior Lighting: Decorative or functional lighting for buildings and
signage

e Doors & Windows: Repair, restoration, or replacement of exterior doors
and windows

e Painting: Exterior cleaning, surface preparation, scraping, and painting

e Masonry: Brick and stone repair, repointing, cleaning, restoration, and
stabilization

e Architectural Metals: Repair, refinishing, painting, duplication, or
restoration of cast iron, pressed tin, and other architectural metal
elements

e Exterior Woodwork: Repair or restoration of cornices, moldings, window
hoods, bulkheads, sills, and door and window frames

All projects must comply with Main Street Hanover's Downtown Design
Guidelines, applicable Borough of Hanover codes, and historic preservation
best practices when applicable.

Who Can Apply?

Applicants must:

e Own or lease a commercial property within the Main Street Hanover
designated district

e Provide written property-owner approval if applying as a tenant

e Be current on local taxes and municipal obligations

e Have no outstanding municipal code violations on the property

Important: Approval Must Come First
Do not begin your project before receiving final written approval.

Any work started before approval is not eligible for reimbursement,
including projects that have already been completed.

Approved projects must be completed within the timeline established during
the approval process unless an extension is granted.
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Application & Review Process

Applications must include:

e Completed application

e Detailed project description

e Photos of existing conditions

e Contractor estimates or quotes

e Concept drawings, material samples, or renderings, when applicable
e $50 application processing fee

Applications are reviewed by the Main Street Hanover Board of Directors,
which meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month.

Applicants are encouraged to attend the meeting to present and discuss
their proposed project.

Applications are evaluated based on:

e Compatibility with Downtown Design Guidelines
e Overall visual impact

e Historic appropriateness

e Project feasibility and completeness

Incomplete applications or projects requiring additional information may
experience delays.

Completing Your Project & Getting Reimbursed

Once your approved project is complete:

1.Main Street Hanover staff will conduct a final inspection and photograph
the completed work.

2.The applicant submits the final reimbursement form.

.The applicant provides paid invoices and receipts.

4.The applicant provides proof of payment, such as cancelled checks, credit
card receipts, or bank documentation.

5.Main Street Hanover reviews and approves the documentation before
issuing reimbursement.

w

Reimbursement processing typically takes 30 days after all required
documentation has been submitted and approved. Processing times may
vary based on funding schedules and grant volume.
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What Isn't Eligible?

The program does not cover:

e Interior renovations

e Sidewalk or streetscape improvements

e Exterior patio seating

e Temporary or movable fixtures

e Landscaping

e Roof replacements unrelated to fagade restoration

e Work started before project approval

e Projects completed before approval

e Improvements that do not comply with applicable Borough codes

Applicants may perform eligible work themselves; however, generally only
material and supply costs are eligible for reimbursement. Labor costs are
only eligible when the applicant is a qualified, licensed contractor.

Ready to Improve Your Downtown Property?

The Downtown Facade Grant Program is an opportunity to invest in your
property while helping preserve and strengthen the character of downtown
Hanover.

Have a project in mind? We're here to help.

Contact Main Street Hanover at (717) 637-6130 or visit
www.MainStreetHanover.org for the full program guidelines, application
materials, and additional information.

Main Street Hanover reserves the right to approve, deny, modify, or
partially fund proposed projects and may request additional
documentation. Grant participation does not exempt applicants from
obtaining required Borough permits or approvals.
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